NHONG CUdC TIEP XUC VIET - M7 BAU TIEN
DUGI TRIEU NGUYEN NUA BAU THE KY XIX

a0 nam 1885, mo6t 4n phdm viét ve Viét
VNam lan dau tién di duge xuat ban tai My.
Do 1a cubn sach nho chi vén ven<d 45 trang cla
Trung uy Hai quan My Sidncy A. Strauton mang
tu1 d¢ "The War in Tong King. Why the French
are in Tong King and what they are doing here?"
(Cuoc chién tranh ¢ Bic Ky. Tai sao ngudi Phip
lai ¢6 mat tai Bdc Ky va ho dang lam gi ¢ d6 ?)
do Cupples Upham va Cong ty xudt ban & Bos-
ton. VGi sur xudt ban cu6n sich nho nay, lan dau
tien cong ching My biét téi ¢6 cudc Chién tranh
Trung - Phdp do cudc vién chinh Bic Ky fan tha
hai cha thuc dan Phip gay ra trén dat nudc Viét
Nam. Mac dii cho t6i thai diém d6, nude Viet
Nam da dugc nguoi My biét téi mot cich rong
rai va cong khai, nhung trong lich st quan hé
Viét - My thi su kién d6 khong phai 12 moc m&
dau, ma ¢6 1€ moc mé dau nay la vio nam 1787,
khi dién ra cudc tiép xic dau tién gita mot ngudi
My danh tiéng, ong Thomas Jefferson - tic gia
bin Tuyén ngon Doc 1ap nam 1776, Téng théng
thit 3 cia nudc My, lic d6 12 Dai sit cia My tai
Phip - véi Hoang tir Canh, con trai cia Chia
Nguyén Anh, trong Phdi doan cia Gidm muc
Adran sang Paris thuc hién trong trich ctia Chiia
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PHAM XANH

Cha giao phé la cau vién Phdp giip dd dé ticu
diet Nha Tay Son, khoi phuc lai vuong quyén
ctia ho Nguyén trén dat nudc ta.

Chinh trong nhimg nam 1785-1789, Th.
Jefferson lam Dai sit ciia My tai nuGe Phap, 6ng
bat dau dé tam tGi viée thu thap cic loai giéng
lda méi vé gico trong & nudec My, bai 1€ Th.
Jefferson la con trai clta mot chu trang trai nén
ong rat am hiéu nhitng nhu ciu cua nha nong.
Khi tham Italia, chiing kién nhitng cinh dong lda
trai dai tir Vercelli dén Novara, ném nhiing mén
in ch¢ bién tir nhing giong lda trong ¢ day, 6ng
da di t6i ket luan ring gao & chau Au c6 chat
lugng cao hon hin chat lugng gao & viing Caro-
lina ciia T6 quéc ong. Va Th. Jefferson da vugt
qua hang rao kiém soét chat ché cua Italia, mang
vé cho dat nude Ong hai tdi giong lia Picdmont
(1). Va ciing chinh 1a véi niém dam mé 8y da dua
Th. Jefferson tGi cudc gap g ky thi vao thiang
7-1787 véi Le Poivre, mot nhan vat ndi ting hoi
d6 bai nhitng cu6n du ky ghi lai cdc cudc hanh
trinh cla Ong t6i nhimg mién dat la Phuong
Pong, trong d6 day dp nhitng nhan xét vé cic
loai thio moc, cdc cay trong cua nhitng ving dat
ma tdc gia da ting dat chan t6i. Trong cudc tro
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chuyén nay, Th. Jefferson bi thu hit boi cau
chuyén cua Le Poivire (2) ké vé 6 giong lda,
trong dd ¢o 3 giong hia can ¢ mot X ¢6 tén la
Cochinchina. Vi "giong lda can cla xu ‘Co-
chinchina™ dy luon zim‘iinh Ong va thoi thlic‘(‘)ng
tim ki¢m biing duoe; boi & viing Carolina qué
huong ong dang gico trong giong Ida nude "bit
ca Xt phai chim dudi nm’vc“trong sudt ca mot
mua, vith¢ hing nim di cudp di nhicu sinh mang
b nhfrhg con sot qudi ac " (3). Phin khich boi
cuoe gap g vai Le Poivre, Th. Jefferson da viét
thu cho ban [a William Drayton & Nam Carolina,
vé ra mot vién canh dep dé: "Giong lda can o xit
Cochinchina ¢é tieng 13 non na, thom ngon va la
mot san vt tuy¢t hao. Giong lia ndy duong nhu
két hop duge nhitng pham chit tuyét hdo cla ci
hai giong lda ma ching ta.di bi¢t t¢i. Néu chiing
ta thuan chang duoc nd thi hanh phiic biét bao,
bai chiing ta ¢6 thé giai thoidt duge nhimg ao ho
i dong ¢6 hai cho stic khod¢ vi cudce song cla

con ngudi' (4),

Ro ring Th. Jefferson mudn ¢ duge giong
lia can cta Viét Nam dé gitp ong cii tao vung
dat vy moi trudmg ctua qué huong ong khong ¢6
for cho stic Khoé v cude sOng cha con ngudi.
That k¥ la la cing trong thoi gian Th. Jefferson
viet nhimg dong thu twén, ¢ Paris dd ¢6 mat
Hoang tr Canh, tir xit Cochinchina t6i. Khong
ba 1o co hoi, Th. Jefferson da gip go vi Hoang
(r tré tdi naty v mong mudn nhin duge nhing
giong lda can cta nude ta. Dicu dé duge phan
dnh trong mot biie thu ciia oOng gii cho W.Dray-
ton, thing Giéng nam 1788: "Toi rat hy vong s¢
nhian duoe mot s¢ giong lda can cla xd Co-
chinchina. Vi Hodng (& tr¢ tudi ctia xd sO ndy
vira mdi roi nude Phip dii cam doan 12 s¢ gui nod
cho chung ta” (3).

Nhimg tr li¢u con lai d¢n nay khong cho
ching ta bict chinh xic vé thoi gian cia cude gap
g6 nity. nhung ¢6 thé khing dinh riing n6 chi ¢

thé dién ra sau cugc trd chuyén cta Th. Jefterson
vdi Le Poivre dén trude khi ong vict thu cho W.
Drayton, tic la trong khoang thoi pian tir thing
7-1787 dén thing Gieng 1788. Cugc tiép xic dé
chinh 13 sy khai du cia quan h¢ Vigt - My theo
dudi mot y tudng t6t dep: Vi hanh phic cia Con
Nguoi.. ‘

Mot.dieu ngdu nhién thu vi la hon 10 nam
sau d6 quan hé Viét - My dugc tiép n6i ding vao
nhitng nam Th. Jefferson 1am Téng thong Hoa
Ky. Nam 1802, Cong ty Crowninshicld of
Salem, Massachusetts, mot trong nhimg Cong ty
tu bién Ion cua New England da phdi mot chiée
tiu dén Viét Nam tim kiém nguon hing mai [
dudng va ¢ phé. Day [i chide thu bién dau tién
cua My cdp hiai cang Viét Nam. Chicce tau do
mang t¢n Fame do Thuyeén trudng Jeremiah
Briggs chi huy. Ngay 17 thing | nim 1803, tau
Fame roi bén viungay 21 thing 5 nam 1803 dén
cang Da Nang. Thuyén trudng J.Briggs da lén
mot trong hai con taucua "Vua Cochinchina” do
nguoi Phip chi huy dang dau & Cang. Tai D2
Ning, vi Thuyén truong Phip khuyén J. Briggs
(i Kinh do Tué gap vua Gia Long dé xin Nha
vua ¢ip cho giay phép buon bin. Ngay 23 thing
5 nam 1803, 1. Briggs lén mot chiée thuyén nho
5 tay ch¢o do-mot ngudi Bo Do Nha dan dudng
di Hué. bén Hug, J. Briggs thily mot chiée tau
chién va tim gap ngudi Phip chi huy thu. J.
Briggs dil song voi nguti Phép trong 3 ngiy v
nhd Thuyén trudng niy xin Nhi vua ciip cho gidy
phép buon bdn tai 14t ¢i c¢dce hadi cing caa Vit
Nam. Nhit vua di ¢ip gidy phép buon bidn cho
J.Briggs, nhung JI. Briggs ghi nhin 1a NHa vua
"nghi ngd chiing 161 dén budn bin véi ké thi cia
Nhit vua, boi [ Nhit vua mdi 1¢n ngdi duge 6
thang". V@i gidy phép cua Gia Long, 1.Briggs
ding tau Fame di doc bdr bién nude ta tim chd
budng nco, buon bin; nhung vi gié mia théi
manh, tau khong vao duge bo. Ngdy 10 thing 6
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nam 1803, thu Fame roi bd bién Viét Nam di
Mailla. Peabody Museum of Salem, Massa-
chusetts con luu gilt duge mot phin tap nhat ky
vé Viét Nam cia J.Briggs, trong d6 ¢ nhiing
doan 6ng miéu ta v& x\ s& nay, nhirng thong tin
thu nhan dugc qua nhimg cudc trd chuyén cia
ong véi Thuyén trudng ngudi Phap dang gidp
vua Gia Long va nhiing nhan xét vdn tat ctia Ong
vé cic su kién chinh tri lic d6 ¢ Viét Nam, dac
bict 1a vé anh hudng clia nudc Phdp dang gia tang
O AU sd nay. J.Briggss con miéu ta vin tat vé
thinh phd Hué; vé sy phong tha Kinh d6 bang
sing than cong; vé vua Gia Long, vé cic cung
phi, linh géc va cdc con voi. Cudi cung, J.Briggs
cho biét 1a Nha vua da cir mot Linh muc nguoi
Phip dén dé nghc 6ng miéu ta vé nudc My va
cuung vuc cia nudce nay (6).

Nhu vy chuyén di d&€n Hu€ cua J. Briggs
rdl quan trong, vi n6 dién ra ngay sau khi Gia
Long, nguoi sang 1ap Trieu Nguyén méi lén ngoi
Hoang dé¢ dugc 6 thang, dang c¢6 nhing chinh

sdchitra la khong thb dich véi ngudi nude ngoiii.-

Vi thé J. Briggs thong qua vién Thuyén trudng
ngudi Phap da xin duge vua Gia Long ¢idp cho
giay phép dén bubdn bin & Viét Nam. Nhung
khong hiéu tai sao Thuyén trudng J.Briggs
khong trd lai buon bdn ¢ Viét Nam nita, mic du
co hoi tot dep nay da dugc hé mo ra dudi thai

Gia Long ? C6 1€ 1y do chu yéu la vi muc dich

chuyén di nay cua J. Briggs tim nguon hang
“duong va ¢ phé khong dat duge két qua va kha
niig tim duge ngudn hang méi ma thi trudmg
nudc My lic d6 dang cling can khong ¢6 hy vong
theo nhu thong tin nhan duge tir cic Thuyén
truong ngudi Phép dang gidp viéc Gia Long.

Béng di mot thoi gian dai, hon 15 nam sau
mai lai xudt hién nhitng chiéc tau My budng nco
trén b bién Viet Nam nhu thu Beverly (Gohn
Gardner chi huy), thu Aurora (Robert Gould chi
huy), tau Marmion (John Brown chi huy) va dic

biét 1a tau Franklin do Trung uy Hai quan John
White 1am Thuyén trudng. Trong ban tudng
trinh chuyén di cia John White xudt ban & Bos-
ton nam 1823 ¢6 nhan dé "A History of a Voyage
to the China Sea” (Chuyén vé chuyén di t6i bién
Trung Hoa), ciing nhu Th. Jefferson, J. White di
nhic t6i 6 gidng lda cha Viét Nam; nhung khic
véi Th. Jefferson, J. White chi ndi t&i 2 giong
lda can hay la gio'ng lia nuong. Vi cling nhu Th.
Jefferson, J. White tim cich mang vé qué huong
ong cdc giong lia d6, nhung khong may nhiing
con mot di duc réng nhitng hat lda nay (7).

Mac di J.White vdi con tau Franklin da
ngugc song PDong Nai buéng nco & Cang Sii Gon
va di di tham nhiéu noi trén ving dat do, song
ong vin khong tim dugce co hdi buon ban vai Viét
Nam. Bai 1€ thai diém ma J.White t6i nudc ta la
vao nhing nam 1819-1820; tirc 1a vao cudi thoi
Gia Long - dau thoi Minh Mang, Nha Nguyén
da bdt dau c6 su thay d6i quan trong trong chinh
sdch d6i ngoai, khong c¢on thi hanh chinh sdch
¢oi md nhu trude nita ma da xuat hién chinh siach
cing ran, cang ngly cang nga theo hudng "bé
quan toa cang”, "cam dao va sit dao".

RO rang 1a trong hai muoi nam dau thé ky
XIX, s6 tau My xudt hi¢n trén bdy bién nudc ta
con rét it; hon thé nira, d6 chi 1a nhitng tau budn
clia cdc Hang tau bién tu nhan di tim ki¢m nhing
ludng hang mdi bén b Tay Thdi Binh Duong.
Nhung dén cudi thap ky 20 - dau thap ky 30 cta
th& ky XIX, nhu ciu buon bidn cua cidc Cong ty
tu nhan véi cdc nude Phuong Dong da phit trién
va trd thanh nhu cau clia nuée My, bdi hang nim
nudc My thu vé tdi S triéu do la trong viéc buon
bén véi An DO va Trung Hoa. Vi the tirnam 1826
dén nam 1831, John Shillaber, Linh su My tai
Batavia (Indonésia) di gl nhi¢u thu cho bo
Ngoai giao thic giuc BO xem xét viéc gl cic
doi thu My t6i bién An Do dé bio vé mau dich
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My vi ky két cdc Hi¢p ude thuong mai voi Xiém
La, Nhat Bin, Viét Nam. Do d6 ma ¢ chuyén
di cia Edmund Robert, Dac phéi vién cia Téng
thong My Andrew Jackson tdi Viét Nam nam
1833, khai dau cho mot thai ky méi trong quan
he¢. Viet - My; d6 1a quan h¢ gitta hai nudc, gita
hai Chinh phu, chd khong phai 1 quan h¢ mang
tinh chat ¢4 nhan nhu cdc cudc tip xic trude do.
V& phia My, ho da chudn bi cho chuyén di tdi
Viét Nam nay hét ste chu ddo. Trude hét, la viée
tum ngudi thue hién chuyén di. Ngudi do la
Edmund Robert duge Tong thong Andrew Jack-
son chon lam Pac phdi vién dé thuong lugng va
ky két Hi¢p ude thuong mai gitta My voi nude
ta. E. Robert sinh ra va 1dn 1én & Portmouth, New
Himpshire. Ong theco nghe nghi¢p buon bin,
truong thanh tr mot thuong nhan, mot Super-
cargo (ngudi dp tai va phu trich ban hang cho
trén tau). Sau nhiéu nd luc, 6ng da thanh cong
trong vicc thiét lap Lanh su quin My tai Demer-
ara, trén bo bién Dong Phi. Bon nam sau, 6ng lai
1 mot Supcrcargo trén con tau My nguoc xuoi
trén bdy bién Dong Phi gan voi Bombay. Khi trd
vé qué huong, ong di dé xudt véi Thugng nghi
s1 My Woodbury viéc tim moi co hoi dé thuong
luong va ky két Hiép ude thuong mai véi cic
nuGe & Dong An. Khi E.Robert dua ra y tudng
trén ciing 1a Iic tau buon My Friendship bi hai
tic tdn cong trén bo Tay Sumatra vi John Shil-
laber dil kéu goi dua thu My t6i dé bdo vé quyén
loi mdu dich cia My; nhung quan trong hon la
ding vao lic Thugng Nghi si Woodbury trd
thanh B0 truong bo Hai quan My. Trén cuong vi
mdi d6, Woodbury ti€p tuc thic ddy y tudng clia
E. Robert. Ngay 5 thang Giéng nim 1832, Ngoai
trubng My Edward Livingston bio cdo vdi
Woodbury 1a Téng thong My da chap nhan 1o
dé nghi cha 6ng cr E.Robert lam "Dic phdi vién
(i bién An Do". Va E. Livingston nhd Wood-
bury thong bdo cho E.Robert t6i Washington dé

nhan gidy t& can thi¢t cho chuyén di. Ngay 27
thing Giéng nam 1832, E. Robert da nhén dugc
tir BO Ngoai giao My nhiing gidy t& quan trong
gom: Chi thi cua Ngoai trudng E.Livingston,
Quac thu, Ban du thao Hi¢p ude thuong mai voi
Viét Nam, Ho chicu, Hod don van chuyé'n cic
tang phdm cho cdc vi vua chda ngoai quac.

Trong Chi thi clia Ngoai trudng E. Living-
ston cho E. Robert ¢6 doan: "Khi anh vao An bo
Duong tir phia Dong thi noi diu tién ma anh phai
thuce thi bon phén cia minh sé 1a xi Cochinchina.
Anh s& di Hu&, Kinh d6 cla xi nay... Dén day,
vGi kha ning cua minh, ty anh s& trinh dién truée
Nha vua va dang Thu cba Téng thong giri cho
Nha vua. Anh sé phai néi raing T6ng thong ching
t0i bi¢t tiéng Nha vua rat trong cong Iy va muén
thiic ddy viéc buon bdn dé céi thién doi s6ng cho
than dan nén da cir 16i t6i day dé thuong lugng
v6i Nha vua..." (8).

Trong thucia Téng thong Andrew Jackson
gui Hoang d€ Minh Mang dugc viét tai Wash-
ington ngdy 26 thiang Giéng nam 1832 ¢ doan:

"Ngudi dang bic thu nay lén Hoang thugng
1a Edmund Robert, mot cong dan ddng kinh cta
Hoa Ky, dugc cr lam Dac phdi vién ctia Chinh
pht Hoa Ky thirong thuyét nhiing cong viéc quan
trong v6i Hoang thugng. Mong Hoang thugng
che chd cho anh ta thyuc thi nhiém vu ma anh ta
dugce giao pho, do6i dii tir té véi anh ta va tin vio
nhitng diéu nhan danh chiing t6i ma anh ta s¢ tau
lén Hoang thugng..." (9).

Cung v6i Qudc thu trén, E. Robert cOn
mang theo Thu clia Ngoai trudng My giri cho cic
Lanh sy quin My & Quang Dong, Manilla va
Batavia vi mot ban Du thao Hiép udc thuong
mai véi Viét Nam gom 8 Diéu khoan, trong dé
c6 Dieu khoan 1 dé cip tGi mot nén hoa binh bén
ving gita My va Viét Nam la hai nudc da ky vao
ban Hiép udc thuong mai nay (10).
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Sau khi da chudn bi chu tat cho chuyén di,
E. Robert cung vai tau Peacok roi Boston vio
thing 3 nam 1832. Ghé tham Philippines va
Trung Qudc xong, tau Pcacock di t6i vinh Pa
Ning trong ltic thoi tiét xau. Sau 4 ngly buodng
nco ngodi khoi Da meg, gap gié mua théi manh,
tau troi giat vé phia Nam va cu6i cung tau ghé
viio cang viing Lam, tinh Phd Yén. Cdc quan sd
tai lén tau lam viéc, ti€p nhin gidy t& va trinh 1én
thugng cdp. Ngay 17 thing Giéng nam 1833,
Thugng thu Nguyén Tri Phuong va Tham tri Ly
V.in Phac tir Hué vao lam viéc véi E. Robert cho
den ngay 8 thang 2 nam 1833 ma hai bén van
khong hiéu nhau. Trong ban tudng trinh vé sit
ménh diu tién cta 6ng viét tir Batavia ngay 22
thing 6 nam 1833, E. Robert di néu Ién nhiing
nguyén nhan cin trd sy hiéu biét 1in nhau ndy
nhu sy khidc nhau vé van hod, thoi ti€t khong
thuan lgi vi gié6 mba to khong di duge Hué. O
doan tdi bit, ong da luu y d&€n mot van dé kha t¢
nhi: "Toi khong thé khong néi riing ting phim
la thi cin thiét & cdc X1t sd ndy vi né duge xem
nhu 1a dau hiéu cla su ton kinh, n6 thé hién dia
vi cua ngudi duge biéu cao hay thap 1a tuy vio
tam ¢ cha vat bicu. G ¢a hai nude Cochinchina
va Xiém La, ¢c6 mot trong s6 nhimng c¢iu hoi clra
nuéng 1a "Ngai ¢6 tang vat gi cho Nha vua ?"
dugc xem 1a mot cich ing xi dé anh khong phai
dén tay khong" (11).

Theo nguon tai liéu cia Nha Nguyén thi
cudc tiép xuc Viét- My néi trén nhu sau:

"Mua Dong, thing 11, Minh Mang nam tha
13 (thing 12 nam 1832).,

Tdng thong nuée Cong hod Nhidily nam
bén by Dai Tay Duong, cdn c6 cic tén khic nira
la Hoa Ky, Malican, Tan Anh Cat Lyi da phdi
thaoc ha la ong Nghia Ditc MOn La Bach,
Thuyeén trudng tau Dic Giai Tam Gia va thuy
thu doan dén nudc ta, dang thu xin lap quan hé

vdi ta. Tau cua ho buong neo & viing Lam, thuoe
tinh Phii Yén. Tri¢u dinh di ha 1énh cho Vién
Ngoai lang Nguyén Tri Phuong vi Tuvu Ly Vin
Phirc cling v&i quan s& tai [én tau va thiét tiée
chic mimg. Khi duge hoi vé muc dich cta
chuyén di ndy, mly ngudi ngoai quoc d6 di tra
10i rang ho ¢6 ¥ dinh thiét 1ap quan hé buon bin
than thién véi nude ta. Ho néi nghe ¢6 vé cung
kinh va lich 1am, nhung khi‘dich bifc thu ra thi
hinh nhu thiy ¢6 mile nhiéu 16i tao tir, thidu chat
ché. Lénh ban ra tir Triéu dinh 1a: "Khong ¢in
tiép nhan thu dé gui len Hoang thugng niva. Hai
phdi vién 1A Nguyén Tri Phuong va Ly Van Phiic
duge phép sdm vai quan chiic Thuong bac tra loi
ngan gon cho nhimg ngudi Malicin nhu sau:
"Quy qudoc dé nghi thi¢t 1ap quan hé buon bin
vdi ching toi. Chiing toi chiic chdn khong ngan
trd méi bang giao ndy. Nhung mat khic, cdc ong
cling phai nghiem plﬁnh ton trong luat phap dang
dugce dap dung & nude ching t0i. Tir nay vé sau,
khi t6i nude ching t0i, tau cda cic 6ng phai bo
nco ngoai viing Tra Son. Trong moi trudng hop,
cic ong khong duge phép xay dung nha trén dat
lien. Néu cdc ong lam nhu vy 13 cdc ong da
vugt qud gidi han cua phép nude ching toi".
Vi ho ¢6 thé roi bén sau khi nhan duoc thu
phic dap nay" (12).

Khong thanh cOng trong st mang lan tha
nhat nén E.Robert cang quyét tam hon trong si
mang l4an thy hai khi 6ng lai duge Toéng théng
M§ Andrew Jackson ctr 6ng lam Dac phdi vicén
mot lan nira vao thing 3 nam 1835. Lan nay E.
Robert cung vdi doi tau gom ¢é 2 chiéc Peacock
va Enterprisc do E.P. Kennedy lam Thuyén
trudng da roi Boston dén buodng nco & vinh Da
Nang ngay 14 thing 5 nam 1835. Khi cdc quan
s¢ tai 1én tau, mac du khong ¢6 thong ngon, E.
Robert ¢6 gdng dung diéu bo dé truyén dat muc
dich ctia chuyén viéng tham niy va trao tan tay
buc thu bang chit Phap va chir Anh gii Tricu
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dinh Hu¢. Bic thu da giai thich rd muc dich caa
Phii b6 My sang Viét Nam [an nly va dé nghi
duge Tricu dinh Hu¢ phiic ddp séfm vi E.Robert
dang Om ﬁ:fmg va b{:n‘h tinh dang lay lan sang ca
“hai tau. Sau d6 di bi ém li¢t giwomg, E. Robert
viin tiép tuce chi dao cic hoat dong tich cuc cua
doin. Nhung ngay cd lan niy nita hai bén vin
khong hié"u nhau. E. Robert danh phai roi Viét
Nam vimit o Ma Cao ngdy 12 thing 6 niim 1836
(13).

Ciing ¢an phai n6i ring khong chi riéng ¢é
hai chuyén sang tham Viét Nam trude diy cua
E. Robert bi that bai ma ca chuyén sang nudc ta
vio thing 2 nam 1850 cua Joscph Balesticr dudi
thoi Téng thong My Zachary Taylor ciing déu
chiu chung s6 phan nhu vay. (14) Diém chung
nhit cta cac chuyén di sang nudc ta lic dd, vé
phia ngudi My vadi tu cdch cd nhdn hodc véi tu
cich 1a Pac phdi vién cta Chinh pht, 12 s chuian
bi chu dido cla nhitng ngudi ¢é trach nhiém vi
¢d thién y. Vi thé su that bai cta cic chuyén di
dy, theo ching toi khong thudc vé phia nguoi My
ma chinh 13 thude vé phia Tritu dinh Hué. Cuoc
dam luan sau diy gitta vua Minh Mang va cic
quan dai than trong Tricu dinh Hué khi nhan
duge bic thu ctia E. Robert d¢ trinh nam 1835
cho chiing ta hinh dung dugc mot phin ndo
nguyén nhan thit bai cla cdc cude viéng tham

néi trén cua ngudi My.
- Vua Minh Mang:

"Trdm thay y dinh va tir nglr cha bon ngudi
nay (chi ngudi My, P.X chii thich) rdt cung kinh
va lich lim. Chang nhé ho lai khong xing didng
duge ban nhitng 101 chic tung hay sao ?".

- Do Tri Phu, dai than bd Lai:

"Tau Hoang thugng, bon ho ld ngudi ngoai
quoc vi chiing ta khong thé ndo biét duge tinh
cam ma ho biéu hié¢n ra thit hay gia. Ha thin nghi
ring ¢6 thé cho phép ho 16i Kinh do va cho ho

ch6 nghi trong Cuc Thuong bac va du cho quan
lai dOi dai t6t vai ho.va do la y dinh cia ho".

- Hoang Quynh, Thij lang Noi cdc:

"Tau Holng thuong, dan t0c¢ ndy rat xdo tra
v do la ly do ma ching ta tuyét giao véi ho.
Nhan nhugng ho Tan niy s€ tao ra rdc roi cho

«chiing ta sau nay: Céc bak tien nhan thoi xua cho

ddng ctra bien gidi dit nude 1a dé khong don tiép
ngudi tir cdc nude Tay duong tdi va.dé chong lai
st xam lang cua bon ké cudp niy. D6 1a mot
chinh sdch tot". -

- Vua Minh Mang:

"Vugt qua tring duong va b6n nghin dam,
ho dén day véi chiing ta la boi tinh cim trong uy
dic ctia Tricu dinh ta. Néu chiing ta kién quyét
cdt dut moi quan h¢ vai ho thi ching ta chi ching
to v6i ho rang chiing ta thi¢u thi¢n y rong lugng
lim ru?" (15). AR |

Quamotsd tuliéu lich sirda néu trén, ching
ta thily nd luc cia M§ trong sudt 50 nam du ciia
th¢ ky XIX vira qua la nhim thuong luong va ky
két Hiép ude thuong mai véi Viét Nam, song
muc dich nay cia ho da khong din t6i mot két
qua 16t dep nao ca. Nha Nguyén tir Minh Mang
dén Ty Piic, véi sy d6 ky, su thién can, duy tri
chinh sach "b& quan toa ci’mg" nén da cu tuyét
buon bin vdi cic nude Phuong Tay nhu: Anh,
Phdp, My. Chinh sich cuc ky bdo tha dy ciing da
g6p phin lam cho dat nudce ta cang bi nghéo nan,
lac hau hon nita; dfy dat nude ta i hoa xam
lang: va khi da bi xam lang [ that bai.

Trong bic thu giri cho Téng thong My’ngay
15 thing 12 nam 1851, Joscph Balestier di néu
ro nguyén nhin thit bai cua ong & Viét Nam nhu
sau: "Veé phan két qua cua cudc viéng thim cua
t6i & Cochinchina, Xiém La va Bornéo; toi xin
tran trong thua voi Ngai ring that bai cua toi
trong viéc ky Hi¢p udc vidi Cochinchina xuat
phat tir quyét dinh da ¢6 sin cia Chinh phi nude
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&v (chi Trieu dinh Hu€ - PX chi thich)1a khong
mudn thuong lugng vé ngoai gigo hodac thuong
mai v&i ngudi chau Au vi s¢ cdc nudc dy sé lam
phuong hai dén tau bé va nén thuong mai cla
ho" (16). | |

T cudc tiép xdc dau tién co tinh chat ca
nhan, bat ngd gita Th.Jefferson va Hoang tit
Canh nam 1787 dén nhitng cudc tié€p xiic sau do

c6 chu dinh, it ra 1a tir phia nudc My vao giita

CHU THICH

(1) Saul. K. Padover. "Thomas Jefferson - A
GreatAmerican's life and ideas", tr.67,68.

(2) Picrre Poivre di ting dén Viét Nam, 1 tdc gia ca
cudn sdch "Vogage d'un philosophe”.

(3} (4)(5) "The paper of Thomas Jefferson”

() Robert Hopkins Miller. "The United States and

Vietnam 1787-1941". National Defense Univer-
~ sity Press. Washington DC 1990, 1.3.4.

+ V& vin dé quan hé¢ thuong mai gita nudce ta vdi
1loa Ky dudi thoi Gia Long, nam 1803, xin tham
khéo theém céc tai licu sau day lai ghi [a: tu Anh
hoac tau Hong Mao:
- Qudc sir qudn trieu Nguyén. "Dai Nam thyc lyc-
Chinh bien". Tap I1I. Nxb Sirhoc, H. 1963, tr.134:
"1{6ng Mao sai sit dén bi€u phuong vat, dang biéu
xin 1ap ph& buon ban & Tra Son,dinh Quang Nam.
Vua néi rang: "Hai cuong la noi quan yéu, sao lai
cho ngudi ngodi dugce!. "Khong cho. Sai trd vat
lai ma bao ve". ‘
- Thanh Th¢ Vy - "Ngoai thuong Viét Nam hoi
the ky XVIL XVIII va dau XIX". Nxb Sir hoc, 1.
1961, 1. 85.

1 7) Robert Hopkins Miller - Sdd, tr,7.
Xem thém: Thanh The V§.Sdd,ir.85-86.

18) (9)(10)(11) . Robert Hopkins Miller. Sdd,
1r.303;20: 26- 27: 307. - '

112) Theo: "Bulletin des Amis du Vieux Hu¢" s6 1,
thang | - thdng 3 nam 1937.
- Xem théem:

the ky XIX da xuat hién nhiéu co hoi ¢4 thé lam
cho quan hé Viét-My duoc phat trién t6t dep lén.
Nhung do nhiéu nguyéh nhan lkhécl nhau tir Ld
hai phia, cdc co hoi dy da xudt hi¢n roi .li‘li troi di
va diéu d6 ching to ring mudn cho quan hé Viét
- My phat trién thuén loi, t6t dep thi ¢4 hai dan
t(f)é Viét - My con phai nd luc nhiéu hon nita, c6

ging nhiéu hon nita trong tuong lai.

+ Qudc sit quén triu Nguyén - "Dai Nam thyc
luc. Chinh bi¢n". Tap XI.Nxb Khoa hoc, H. 1964,
r.231. ‘
+ Thanh The¢ V§-Sdd, tr.56
(13) Robert Hopkins Miller - Sdd, tr.39.
(14) Qudc sir quan trieu Nguyén - "Dai Nam thuc
luc - Chinh bién". Tap XVII - Nxb KHXH. H,
1973, tr.215.
+ Thanh Thé V§ - Sdd, 1r.86.
(15) Theo: "Bulletin des Amis du Vieux 1[u¢”
(16) Robert Hopkins Miller. Sdd, tr 52-53.
V¢ vin dé nay, trong "Dai Nam thuc luc - Chinh
bicn". Tap XXVII, cia Quéc st quin tricu
Nguyén. Nxb KHXH, HaNoi, 1973, 1r.215 lai ghi
dai y nhu sau: "mua Xuén, thing giéng, Canh
“Tudl, Ty Duc nam tht ba (1850), s& cba nudc
Malycian & Tay duong 1i Ba Ly Chi (Balestier ?)
dcn cira bién Da Nang n6i mang thu cia nudc ay
«d¢n ta 16i, xin thong thuong. Tinh than Quang
Nam 1a Ngo Ba Hy (An sit) dem viée tau lén. Vua
sai Ton That Bat 1a Hau quan D6 thong l1anh Tong
ddc Quang Nam (khi ay hién khuyét) ban cling
véi Ngo Bé Iy trd 1o rang:
"... Nhan dan nudce ta chuyén nghé lam rudng,
rong dau. khong thich choi cia la, néu ¢6 lai buon
ban cling khong lgi gi..."
Ba Ly Chi xin di choi nii Ngi Hanh, roi chg
thuyén di.



